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About the IEEE
 IEEE is the world’s largest technical professional 

organization with over 400,000 members all over the world
 Not for profit mission “advancing technology for humanity”
 Core area of activity: 

o Membership organization  
o Conferences organizer 
o Standards developer
o Quality publishing program that consistently 

produces the top-cited information in Electrical 
Engineering, Computing, Telecom, AI, Robotics and 
many other fields*
– Publisher of journals, conferences, standards, 

eBooks, and eLearning via the IEEE Xplore Digital 
Library 

A team of IEEE 
volunteers from the 
IEEE Rio de Janeiro 
Section repairing 
broken mechanical 
ventilators used in 
public hospitals to help 
fight the Covid-19 
outbreak

A team of 150 IEEE 
volunteers from 
Nigeria developed a 
robot that uses vital 
signals to detect, 
prevent and mitigate 
the spread of Covid-19 
in hospitals.

Spotlighting two Projects from IEEE 
SIGHT- the Special Interest Group 
on Humanitarian Technology 

*Source: Journal Citation Reports® (JCR) from Clarivate



To help authors gain maximum exposure for their groundbreaking 
research and application-oriented articles, IEEE offers three options for 
open access (OA) publishing, all designed to meet the varying needs of 
our authors throughout their careers.

IEEE’s Evolving Open Access Program

OA Publishing Options
1. Hybrid Journals - 160 journals and magazines spanning 

an array of technology fields
2. Fully Open Access Topical Journals – 25+ titles and 

more coming soon
3. Multidisciplinary OA journal - IEEE Access 

o IEEE’s largest open access journal, over 50,000 articles since 2013
o Highly cited journal in a range of fields
o Rapid yet rigorous peer review process of 4 to 6 weeks.

With the above options for authors, IEEE has published 
over 80,000 open access articles in IEEE Xplore. 
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IEEE has Open Access options for every field of interest

▸Every FOI has an option for 
authors who need or want to 
publish as Open Access

▸IEEE publishes 29 fully Gold 
Open Access journals, most full-
scope journals for their 
sponsoring technology-specialty 
society or council

▸22 of the 29 journals were first 
published in 2019 or later

▸Thirteen of these journals will be 
up for their first Journal Impact 
Factors in June 2023

▸Three additional fully Gold Open 
Access journals are being 
launched for 2023

Need to drive new options has expedited deployment, with new journals each year



New Journals Coming in 2022 & 2023

*Please note this is a tentative list and is subject to change.

 IEEE Open Journal of Control Systems
 IEEE Journal on Flexible Electronics
 IEEE Open Journal of Instrumentation and Measurement
 IEEE Transactions on Signal and Power Integrity
 TUP International Crowd Science
 iEnergy

2022:

Coming in 2023:

 IEEE Trans on AgriFood Electronics
 IEEE Electron Devices Magazine
 IEEE Transactions on Energy Markets, Policy and Regulation
 IEEE Transactions on Industrial Cyber-Physical Systems
 IEEE Microwave and Wireless Technology Letters
 IEEE Transactions on Radar Systems



IEEE publishes the #1 Open Access journal in engineering

For all IEEE disciplines, IEEE publishes IEEE 
Access, the engineering sector’s leading 
journal in terms of published articles
▸ Covers every IEEE field of interest, 

particularly for those areas too niche to 
develop an OA journal of its own

▸ Highly selective, with a 72% rejection 
rate

▸ With nearly 2,000 expert peer 
reviewers, an speedy submission-to-
acceptance time of 4 to 6 weeks, the 
best in peer-review publishing
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IEEE Access publishes more than 10,000 articles each year (over 36,000 submissions in 2021!)



2021 Corresponding Author Data IEEE Journals and Magazines  - Turkey

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

Corr Author Data Traditional Corr Author Data Corr Author Data OA Corr Author Data



Recent negotiations were completed with University of California and 
Conferenza dei Rettori delle Università Italiane (CRUI)
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Administrator Process
Responding to funding requests, reporting, and setting alerts



Paper Submission & Peer Review

IEEE Electronic Copyright Form

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

1. Author requests APC funding
2. Funding is approved/denied from 

institution within RLSC portal
3. Author receives confirmation on 

funding request approval/denial
4. If denied, author can pay by invoice

Author Journey  for institutions with and OA agreement

● APC usage is tracked in CCC RLSC for all active profiles

Many systems that work together

RightsLink for 
Scientific 
Communications 
(RLSC)



In 2019, IEEE expanded administration ease with CCC RightsLink

Why CCC RightsLink?
▸ Used by over 30 Open Access publishers 

worldwide, it is the most familiar platform 
to many users

▸ Focuses on streamlining workflows for both 
the author and for the administrator

▸ As a top publishing partner, IEEE is able to 
request enhancements and workflow 
changes as needs evolve

▸ We focus on ease of use and on 
straightforward reporting 
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Adopting and enhancing CCC RightsLink for Scientific Communications to ease processes



▸ In a touch free workflow, 
the funding request is 
sent automatically to the 
institution for approval

▸ The author still decides 
whether the article should 
be OA (for hybrid jrls)

▸ The institution still reviews 
the funding request, and 
selects approve or deny

Touch free is now the default, making it easier for authors 

Article is 
accepted

Article matches 
OA agreement

Article matches 
OA agreement

Funding request 
appears on admin’s 

RLSC  dashboard

Author receives 
email from RLSC

Author clicks “Seek 
funding” in RLSC

Touch Free Not Touch Free

Author is notified 
of funding decision



Each member institution is approving their own 
manuscripts

Consortium
Agreement

Institution A
Profile

Institution B
Profile

Institution C
Profile



Administrators will 
receive an email when 
an eligible author 
chooses to seek funding 
under their account.

This email is sent in both 
touch free and standard 
workflows.

Notifications



When administrators 
log in, they will be able 
to view and respond to 
outstanding requests.

Account dashboard Check out video “Review funding requests”: 
https://www.copyright.com/rlinstitutionalportalrc/

https://www.copyright.com/rlinstitutionalportalrc/


Responding to funding requests
Pending articles will be shown at the top of the page by default.

Clicking the number in the “Total Fees” 
column will bring up the order confirmation 
page with manuscript details.



Manuscript details page

The detailed 
order 
confirmation 
page is 
available to both 
authors and 
administrators.

It includes 
information on 
article license 
type, discounts, 
and pricing.



Approving requests

Clicking “Approve” will launch a pop-up box that 
prompts the administrator to confirm approval. As 
further confirmation, the author also receives a 
Funding Approved email.



Denying requests

If a funding request is denied, administrators 
can select the reason from the pre-populated 
dropdown list. The reason will be included in 
the notification email sent to the author.

Administrators can also add an 
explanation or further instructions. (If 
“Other” is selected from the dropdown 
menu, this field is mandatory.)



Adding Custom Notifications
Custom Notifications can be created so that a contact or contacts can be notified when a profile has met a 
set value. 
This is often used as an alert when the profile has only a few APCs remaining.
A notification will alert a contact or contacts by email that a value has been reached.

Step 1: Click 
Bell under 
“Notifications”

Step 2: Add 
notification 
contact

Step 3: Set 
threshold 
for alert



Billing Profiles

If an institution has 
agreements with 
multiple publishers 
that use RLSC, they 
will be able to access 
all profiles from the 
“Billing Profiles” tab.

Administrators can also 
set automatic 
approvals, manage 
notifications, and view 
agreement details.



Billing Profiles

Clicking on a specific profile 
will bring up agreement 
details.

Most of the data is read-only. 

Administrators can add 
contacts, manage 
notifications, add a special 
note to authors, and choose 
to require an order number.



More Open Science 
Initiatives from IEEE



In addition to the full-text article, users also want access to data and 
research artifacts to try to reproduce the results and see if the hypothesis 
holds. So IEEE introduced:

 Code Ocean – Allows authors to publish code or algorithms associated 
with research articles in a computable environment and linked to IEEE 
Xplore. Authors can upload code free of charge and users can access 
code without a subscription.

 IEEE DataPort – Enables authors to publish large data sets associated 
with their research. Institutional subscription options now available
offering many benefits that help institutions comply with funding agency 
requirements and maintain best practices for data management, 
storage, while providing other researchers with access to your data.

 TechRxiv – IEEE launched a new Preprint Server for Engineering and 
Technology, a service that lets authors post early and fully open versions 
of their articles, prior to peer review and prior to being published.

These enhancements improve the extent we can help researchers 
communicate the value of their research by facilitating the communication 
and availability of their research findings online.

IEEE Supports Open Science and Reproducible Research



Additional OA resources
IEEE Open and IEEE Author Resources



Once an institutional partner agrees, IEEE wants to do what we can to help 
the partner keep authors informed
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▸ Social Media Campaigns Promoting new journals, 
webinars, and OA agreements

▸ Email Campaigns Promoting Open Access 
journals, institutional options, and to make authors 
aware that their institution has an agreement with 
IEEE

▸ Xplore Ads Promoting all OA options to authors
▸ Webinars Thousands of registrations to date for 

Open Access and Authorship events
▸ Media Releases  Informing the public, including 

individuals, of the high-level terms

A wide range of open access marketing programs to 
promote authorship options



Open Access Marketing: IEEE Open Site
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IEEE Open is the home to many important pieces of open access 
information. Here are some examples:
▸ Finding out if your institution has an OA agreement with IEEE
▸ Latest OA news and blog posts 
▸ Latest IEEE Title Lists (EXCEL and PDF)

https://open.ieee.org/

https://open.ieee.org/


IEEE Open Access Partners https://open.ieee.org/



IEEE Title List on IEEE Open



IEEE Open Access Author Guide



Questions? 
Please contact

Eszter Lukács
e.lukacs@ieee.org
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